
RESOLUTON NUMBER 106 

DAMION CORTEZ BAKER GUN VIOLENCE REDUCTION 

 

WHEREAS, On the morning of July 3, 2022, in the City of St. Louis, twenty-five-year-old Damion Cortez Baker 

lost his life to gun violence; and  

 

WHEREAS, Damion Cortez Baker was an exceptional high school and college athlete, and off field he was a 

dedicated leader, mentor and volunteer in his community, and the example set by Damion in his lifetime will 

continue to be a positive influence in the community; and  

 

WHEREAS, over the last fifty years more Americans  lives have been lost to gun violence, and the careless 

possession and mishandling of firearms than have been lost in all of the wars that have been fought in the nation’s 

history, and the results of a recent KFF – Health Policy Analysis show that gunshots are now the number one 

cause of death by injury for children having far surpassed the number of deaths resulting from motor vehicle and 

deaths resulting from all other injuries combined; and 

 

WHEREAS, in the St. Louis region, over  the last ten years, eight-hundred children have been injured by 

gunshots, and since July 22, 2022, sixty-four children have been injured and ten have died of gunshots, and a 

disproportionate number of these children were poor, African American, and male; and 

 

WHEREAS, by any reasonable analysis of violent crimes conducted in the City of St. Louis and beyond it is 

shown that limiting  sources and opportunities for illegally obtaining firearms reduces the number of illegal 

firearms that find their way into our neighborhoods and used in the commission of violent crimes resulting in the 

further decline in the security of neighborhoods and general wellbeing of residents; and 

 

WHEREAS, a great majority of firearms recovered in the aftermath of violent crimes are found to have been 

illegally obtained; and 

 

WHEREAS, the City of St. Louis Board of  Aldermen has found that Surface Parking Lots by nature suffer 

greater instances of crimes against patrons, theft and vandalism of vehicles, and personal property in patrons’ 

vehicles, among threats to their personal security and welfare than non-surface parking facilities; and 

 

WHEREAS, extensive research conducted by NORC at the University of Chicago, an independent research 

organization, clearly shows that by developing and implementing objective, data-driven analysis of the most 

pressing, and increasingly complex health and safety challenges in our nation and communities is necessary to 

ascertaining informed and sound solutions to these challenges, and there is no greater need for such data-driven 

analysis than in efforts to reduce gun violence and injuries resulting from the negligent possession and 

mishandling of firearms; and 

 

WHEREAS, the development of a program of data-driven analysis of deaths and injuries resulting from firearms 

would yield current, critical facts and related information about the underlying causes of injuries and deaths 

caused by firearms, which will better inform efforts to develop  policies for assessing needs and developing plans 

to prevent injuries and deaths from firearms. 

 

NOW THEREFORE BE IT RESOLVED by the Board of Aldermen of the City of St. Louis, that this body 

shall advocate for the development and implementation of a prekindergarten through grade twelve curriculum in 



the City’s schools to educate students about the risks of handling firearms and to enable them to recognize 

situations that may lead to firearm injuries, and identify trusted adults to address these situations, and to make 

safe choices, combat negative peer pressure, and resolve conflicts nonviolently with the aim of reducing the 

trauma, injury and death suffered by children, and to share this curriculum and methods for its implementation 

with agencies and community-based organizations; and 

 

BE IT FURTHER RESOLVED, that the Board of Aldermen will undertake and support efforts advocating for 

22nd Judicial Circuit to prioritize firearms related cases over all other cases. 

 

BE IT FURTHER RESOLVED, that the Board of Aldermen of the City of St. Louis will undertake efforts to 

strengthen the requirements of the City’s ordinances governing the keeping of firearms in unattended vehicles 

and the reporting of firearms’ theft by increasing the penalties for violations. 

 

BE IT FURTHER RESOLVED, the Board of Aldermen of the City of St. Louis will undertake legislative efforts 

to develop new permit requirements for Surface Parking Lots to reduce crime and firearms theft in particular. 

 

BE IT FURTHER RESOLVED, that the Board of Aldermen of the City of St. Louis will advocate and support 

the efforts of the St. Louis City Circuit Attorney to implement a Gun-Violence Intervention Unit to address gun 

violence and its underlying causes, and that will: identify priority offenders or cases involving gun or gang crimes 

focusing on those individuals behind large percentages of crimes in the City; implementing an arrest alert system 

that immediately notifies prosecutors of arrests involving violent individuals to better inform prosecutors in 

deciding whether elevated charges may be appropriate given the circumstances and with drafting bail applications, 

and making appropriate sentencing recommendations; identifying applicable conditions of release; and provide 

timely notice of debriefing opportunities; engaging in different options for the gathering of intelligence, and 

improve the investigation of cold cases; and 

 

BE IT FURTHER RESOLVED, the Board of Aldermen of the City of St. Louis will advocate for resources for 

the creation of neighborhood embedded prosecution, a model for improving public safety by bringing prosecutors 

out of their offices and into neighborhoods, where they learn first-hand about communities ’unique concerns and 

public safety challenges—and thus better serve the public. 

 

BE IT FURTHER RESOLVED, the Board of Aldermen of the City of St. Louis will advocate for creating a 

Police-Prosecutor Partnership Gun Violent Intervention Unit (GVIU) mainly based on efforts in other 

jurisdictions to reduce gun violence. Members of the GVIU will include prosecutors, crime analysts, partnering 

law enforcement agencies, and other criminal stakeholders. 

  

The GVIU’s initial goal is to institutionalize standardized intelligence gathering and sharing to concentrate 

resources on reducing serious and violent gun-related incidents and identifying those involving chronic victims 

and offenders. The project’s objectives include (1) enabling standardized data collection methods and protocols 

for GVIU and partners; (2) training crime analysts in the latest technology to identify critical victims and 

offenders; (3) targeting those actors for aggressive prosecutorial, law enforcement, and community-based 

responses; (4) facilitating collaborative development and execution of evidence-informed strategies aimed at 

reducing illegal shootings; and (5) assessing the impact in the final project evaluation and adjusting responses 

accordingly. 

 

A key element of GVIU’s mandate is to make more effective use of the vast amounts of information gathered 

from thousands of cases prosecuted each year by the Office. Previously, the knowledge acquired through 

investigations and prosecutions of street-crime cases was not centrally organized or analyzed. After implementing 

GVIU, the Office can focus vital resources on primary crime drivers. 

 



BE FURTHER RESOLVED, t that the Board of Aldermen of the City of St. Louis will work to mobilize and 

engage with partners and allies to ensure the development and implementation of all aspects of the this gun 

violence initiative in the spirit and memory of Damion Cortez Baker. 

 

Introduced this 16th  day of September 2022 by: 

The Honorable Joseph Vaccaro, Alderman 23rd Ward 

 

Adopted this ___ day of _______ 2022 as attested by: 

 

 

 

 

 

 

_____________________     ____________________ 

Terry Kennedy      Joseph Vollmer 

Clerk, Board of Aldermen     President, Board of Aldermen 


